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It is the soul we should care to make beautiful. We need not go
after external adornment.
Our country, moreover, is miserably poor. We have frequent
famines. The plague and cholera are ever -with us. If the
country were really rich, there would be some propriety in our living
in style. At present, however, when there are some who do not
even get enough clothing, this ostentation is not in good taste,
Bear in mind that, if we do not act in this manner now, we shall
be compelled by circumstances to do so. Posterity will feel sad for
us and the country will grow poorer. If you do not want the country
to remain poor, observe the swadeshi vow, and wear swadeshi
cloth, however coarse it be. There was a time when a piece of
Dacca muslin could be packed into a little box and yet served to
cover one's nakedness well enough. Where do we find such crafts-
men and such weavers ? That muslin was not made on any machine.
How is it that they have lost the skill now? They have been
utterly ruined. The fine variety of foreign cloth which we get
these days is cloth only in name. It does not serve to cover one's
limbs. If everyone takes the vow of swadeshi, we shall be able
again to produce the same kind of muslin. A large number of
men are ruled by women. This is my own experience, as it
is that of many others. But, then, I want the women to have
tenacity of purpose, a religious disposition and love for India, At
the time of the war in South Africa, the Boer women showed a
spirit such as no other women have ever done. My present demand
is briefly stated. It is that you throw away your stocks of foreign
cloth or make them over to others who may not have taken the vow
of swadeshi. I should like all women to follow this course. It
will sound harsh if I say that all women should take the vow
this very day. But you may think of taking the vow from to-
morrow, and I pray to God that He may so incline you.1
You can take the vow a day later, but make up your mind
today. It would be too long if you were to wait till all the dresses
had worn out. One or two saris may be excused, but how if you
have heaps of clothes? You ought to make this sacrifice for the
progress of the country. What would you have done if all those
clothes had been stolen? Well, think that they are stolen. This
1 Gandhiji then asked the women in the audience if they had any ques-
tions to ask. Thereupon, one of them suggested that, the foreign cloth with them
being expensive, they should keep it and resolve not to buy any more in future.
Another said that they needed eight- days* time to have new dresses made.
What follows is Gandhiji's reply.